A YEAR  OF WRATH BEGINS
my three talks with him I was astonished by his power of concentra-
tion in the midst of intensely busy days and his detailed grasp of the
problems of my post. He said that the fact that he had not written me
very often was a compliment as it meant that no mistakes had been
made. Saw nearly everybody in the Department and did a great
many jobs. Went to two of the open-air concerts on the Potomac.
BACK IN TOKYO
December 17, 1935
Here beginneth the second lesson—the first having extended from
June 6, 1932, to July 19, 1935.
I have neither the time nor the intention to mention or to discuss
at the start the various new or old problems facing us on our return
from five months9 leave of absence, save to say that there are plenty
of them and that comment thereon will crop up from time to time.
Went to see Baron de Bassompierre, the Belgian Ambassador. He
broke the unwelcome news that I would be acting Dean of the
Diplomatic Corps from now until next September because he was
at present in official mourning for the late Queen and in January
would go on a long leave of absence. That means that I must make
the periodical speeches before the Emperor four times a year and
attend to lots of other official ceremonies at this exacting Court. In
fact, the text of the speeches for January 5 has already been circulated
to the colleagues with the notation that I, as Vice-Doyen, would
deliver it, a rather terrifying task.
In the afternoon I called on Hirota at the Gaimusho merely to
report my return, and in our brief conversation nothing of interest
came up except that Hirota observed with a twinkle in his eye that
the Japanese press had recently shifted its customary broadsides of
vituperation from the United States to England. He didn't use just
those words but that is precisely what he meant. Sir Frederick Leith
Ross, chairman of the British Financial Mission to China, is the
nigger in the woodpile and is generally regarded here as responsible
for the financial and political machinations in China which have
led to the recent troubles in the north—in other words, tampering
with Japan's " stabilizing influence " in that allegedly misguided
country.
A YEAR OF WRATH BEGINS
New Year's Day, 1936
Life has taught me a good many things but nothing more definite
than the fallacy of making New Year's resolutions. If you know
you're going to break a treaty, it's much better not to sign one, and
as I know by long experience that I am most certainly going to
break all the nice resolutions made on January i, philosophy now
dictates the unwisdom of making them at all. So I no longer prepare

